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DIRECTORS LAB WEST 
  2004 

hosted by
Pasadena Playhouse

The Theatre at Boston Court

Generously Supported by

The Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers Foundation

We Are Destroyed Supported by The Kings Fountain

SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
22-May 23-May 24-May 25-May 26-May 27-May 28-May 29-May

10:00 Theater is Community Making The Dead We Can Fly: Metamorphosis We Are Destroyed Myth and Motion Where's My Kickline?

10:30 Mary Huls White Guys Sing The Magic of Peter Pan Martin Benson Workshop Randy Dixon Vincent Paterson

11:00 Check-in (11:00) (10:00-12:00) Steven Wadsworth (10:00-12:00) (10:00-12:00)  Harold Fishman Quartet (10:00-12:00)

11:30 Orientation Rehearsal Rm. Francesca Faridany Library Library Session 3 Greenroom

12:00 (11:30-12:30) Lunch (10:00-1:00) Lunch Lunch (10:00-1:00) (10:00-1:00) Lunch 

12:30 Pizza Lunch (12:00-1:00) Rehearsal Rm. (12:00-1:00) (12:00-1:00) Boston Court Boston Court and

1:00 (12:30-1:30) Henry To Hairspray Lunch We Are Destroyed We Are Destroyed Lunch Lunch Music, Myth

1:30 Setting Yourself on Fire Jack O'Brien (1:00-2:00) Workshop Workshop (1:00-2:00) (1:00-2:00) & Mayhem

2:00 Sheldon Epps (1:00-3:00) The Magician's Apprentice  Harold Fishman Quartet  Harold Fishman Quartet Family Ties Dispelling the Myths (12:00-3:00)

2:30 (1:30-3:30) Library Andrew Barnicle Session 1 Session 2 Bill Rauch David Saar Courtyard

3:00 Library Playmaking: Richard Odle (1:00-4:00) (1:00-4:00) Tracy Young (2:00-4:00) Tragedy and Oprah

3:30 Three Bosses: The Child in All of Us (2:00-4:00) Library Boston Court Boston Court (2:00-4:00) Library Library Louis Fantasia:

4:00 An Actors' Perspective Leigh Curran 110◦ and Rising Something's Coming: Magic Makers: The Young and the Restless Green Eggs and Ham (3:00-5:00)

4:30 (3:30 - 5:30) David Lee Directors Roundtable Designers Roundtable Youth Theater Lisa Wolpe Library

5:00 Rehearsal Rm. (3:00-6:00) Discussion Discussion Roundtable

5:30 Directing the Diva Rehearsal Rm. (4:00-6:30) (4:00-6:30) (4:00-6:30) (4:00-6:00) Library (4:00-6:30) TBA

6:00 John Bowab Music, Myth & Magic Rehearsal Rm. Library Gallery Dinner Library (5:00-7:00)

6:30 (5:30-7:30) (6:00 -7:00) Rehearsal Rm. Dinner Dinner Dinner (6:00-7:00) Pizza Dinner Library

7:00 Rehearsal Rm. Dinner (6:30-8:00) (6:30 - 8:00) (6:30 - 8:00) We Are Destroyed and Wrap Up!

7:30 Dinner (7:00-8:00) Presentation Who the Hell 

8:00 (7:30 - 9:00) Bloody Hell: Putting it Together: Evolution:  Harold Fishman Quartet Are You? (7:00-9:00)

8:30 Grand Guignol Directing Sondhiem Steppenwolf Red Moon 

9:00 Enchanted April (8:00-10:00) (8:00-10:00) (8:00-10:00) (8:00-10:00) (7:00-10:00) (6:30-10:00)

9:30 Playhouse Rehearsal Rm. Rehearsal Rm. Rehearsal Rm. Rehearsal Rm. Courtyard Library

10:00 (9:00)



Directors Lab West Sessions 2004 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 22, 2004 
 
CHECK IN 
Saturday, May 22, 2004 
11:00am - 11:30am 
* PATIO * 
 
 
ORIENTATION 
Directors Lab West Steering Committee 
Saturday, May 22, 2004 
11:30am - 12:30pm  
In 1995, Anne Cattaneo, Literary Manager and 
Andre' Bishop Artistic Director of Lincoln 
Center Theater formed the LCT Directors Lab in 
New York City, now celebrating its 10th year. It 
was their intent to design a lab where mid-career 
directors could converse with established 
directors and other theatre artists in a free 
exchange of ideas. In 2000 a Steering Committee 
of LCT Lab Alumni launched Directors Lab 
West in Los Angles based on the Lincoln Center 
Theatre model. Each year since its inception, 
Directors Lab West has hosted a jam packed 
eight-day week of seminars, symposia, lectures, 
workshops, and demonstrations by directors and 
theatrical notables. 
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
 
 
LUNCH 
Saturday, May 22, 2004 
12:30pm - 1:30pm 
PIZZA & MORE  provided by the Directors 
Lab West Steering Committee and Mario’s 
Restaurant. Get to know your fellow directors 
at the bar. 
 
 
SETTING YOURSELF ON FIRE 
Sheldon Epps  
Moderator: Ernest A. Figueroa 
Saturday, May 22, 2004 
1:30pm-3:30pm 
As Artistic Director of the Pasadena Playhouse 
Sheldon Epps graciously hosts the 2004 
Director's Lab West. Mr. Epps will address the 
directors sharing his thoughts on the role of 
director as creator. Mr. Epps will speak on his 
seven year tenure at the Pasadena Playhouse. 
Offering such Musical classics as “Do I Hear a 
Waltz?” and the upcoming “110 in the Shade” as 
well as working with notable theater icons as 
Jerry Herman.  
* LIBRARY* 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THREE BOSSES:  
AN ACTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 
Panel: Betty Garret, Marsha Kramer 
Kale Cole, David Holmes 
Moderator: Myrna Gawryn 
Saturday, May 22, 2004 
3:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Notable Musical Theatre Actors relate how their 
role as actor changes and develops when 
working in the Musical process as they seek to 
serve three bosses: the Director, Musical 
Director and Choreographer. They will speak on 
their personal experiences and how the Director 
has either helped or hindered the process. 
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
 
 
DIRECTING THE DIVA: 
A DIRECTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 
John Bowab 
Moderator: Ernest Figueroa 
Saturday, May 22, 2004 
5:30pm – 7:30pm 
Renowned director John Bowab, known for 
directing and producing great women of the 
theatre and the shows that made them stars, will 
discuss his experiences with actress such as, 
Debbie Reynolds (The Unsinkable Molly 
Brown), Gwen Verdon (Sweet Charity), Angela 
Landsbury (Mame), Carol Lawrence, Chita 
Rivera, and Debbie Allen, among others. 
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
 
 
DINNER 
Saturday, May 22, 2004 
7:30pm – 9:00pm  
Explore Pasadena! 
 
 
 
ENCHANTED APRIL PERFORMANCE 
Saturday, May 22, 2004 
9:00pm – 11:00pm 
The Pasadena Playhouse offers free tickets to 
Lab members for their critically acclaimed 
production of Enchanted April. 
* MAINSTAGE * 
*Sign- up Sheet Required 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Directors Lab West Sessions 2004 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2004 
 
THEATER IS COMMUNITY: 
SPOTLIGHT THEATER  
Mary Hulls – Artistic Director 
Moderator: Nick D’Abruzzo 
Sunday, May 23, 2004 
10:00 am – 12:00pm 
A community theatre located in rural Pleasant 
Hill Oregon, Spotlight is in its twelfth year of 
operation with the last seven in its permanent 
home, a completely re-built metal barn that seats 
120 patrons. Spotlight is the creation of Mary 
Huls, director and creative force behind this 
"Arts Academy." With over 200 different after- 
school-students a year, 5 full shows, 3-4 acting 
classes, weekly dance classes at various levels  
(9 classes), a traveling troupe of 20, and an adult 
force who also take class and yearly put on a 
play of their own. The community has been 
changed by this small grass roots endeavor, and 
alumni now come back to stage a college play 
every summer. A panel of Production Co. 
students and parents will join Mary Huls to 
answer questions and share our theatre and 
productivity with the others.  
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
 
 
LUNCH 
Sunday, May 23, 2004 
12:00pm - 1:00pm 
 
 
HENRY TO HAIRSPRAY 
Jack O’Brien 
Moderator: Kappy Kilburn 
Sunday, May 23, 2004 
1:00pm – 3:00pm  
Director Jack O’Brien, Artistic Director of the 
Old Globe Theater in San Diego and renowned 
musical works such as The Full Monty and 
Hairspray will speak to the group relating his 
experience taking his shows from his regional 
theatre to the Broadway stage.  
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CHILD IN ALL OF US: 
PLAYMAKING 
Leigh Curran 
Moderator: Jessica Bard 
Sunday, May 23, 2004 
3:00pm- 6:00pm  
Playmaking is an inventive writing workshop 
designed to teach young people how to write 
plays.  It is also a refreshing process for adult 
writers and artists interested in thinking outside 
the box.  Playmaking was conceived by Daniel 
Judah Sklar who trained Leigh Curran to teach 
Playmaking when she started the Virginia 
Avenue Project in 1992 and, one way or another, 
she has been teaching it ever since. The 
workshop is fun, experiential and great for 
writers at all levels.  It is also extremely useful 
for directors and dramaturgs who want to 
acquaint themselves with the writing process. 
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
 
 
MUSIC, MYTH, and MAGIC 
(First session of Two) 
Moderator: Andrew Sachs, Rachel Katz Carrey 
Sunday, May 23, 2004 
6:00pm - 7:00pm 
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
 
 
DINNER 
Sunday, May 23, 2004 
7:00pm – 8:00pm  
 
 
BLOODY HELL 
Grand Guignol 
Moderator: Russel Blackwood 
8:00pm – 10:00pm 
Russell Blackwood (Lab West’01) is the co-
founder of Thrillpeddlers,a San Francisco-based 
theatre company that specializes in the ‘Grand 
Guignol repertoire’. So... what is Grand 
Guignol?  As used today, the term 'Grand 
Guignol' (pronounced Grahn Geen-yol') refers to 
any dramatic entertainment that deals with 
macabre subject matter and features “over-the-
top” graphic violence.  It is derived from Le 
Theatre du Grand Guignol, the name of the 
Parisian theatre that horrified audiences for over 
sixty years. Through historical evidence and a 
series of dramatic experiments, lab participants 
will not only develop a profile of Le Theatre du 
Grand Guignol and the theatrical genre it 
spawned, but also practical techniques for 
bringing that thrill of fear on stage for a modern 
audience. 
* REHEARSAL ROOM  



Directors Lab West Sessions 2004 
 
MONDAY, MAY 24, 2004 
 
MAKING THE DEAD WHITE GUYS SING 
Stephen Wadsworth 
Francesca Faridany 
Moderator: Rachel Katz Carey 
Monday, May 24, 2004 
10:00am-1:00pm 
From Marivaux to Wilde to Shakespeare to 
Moliere and finally Wagner, Stephen Wadsworth 
has taken works thought to be stuffy and out of 
date and made them sing with new life and vigor.  
Francesca Faridany (his wife and collaborator) 
has tackled lead roles in many of these 
productions and recently finished two runs of her 
own adaptation of Schnitzler's novella Fraulein 
Elsa, also directed by Stephen.   Join them as 
they discuss the uses of music in straight plays, 
the necessities of theater in opera, the trials and 
tribulations of adaptation and why the dead 
white guys are worth keeping around. 
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
 
 
LUNCH 
Monday, May 24, 2004 
1:00pm - 2:00pm 
 
 
THE MAGICIAN’S APPRENTICE 
Andrew Barnicle 
Richard Odle 
Moderator: Andrew Sachs 
Monday, May 24, 2004 
2:00pm - 4:00pm 
Andrew Barnicle, Artistic Director of Laguna 
Playhouse, speaks with his resident designer 
Richard Odle about the collaboration that occurs 
between the director and designer in order to 
create theatrical magic. Discussion will follow 
the process from the conception of the design to 
the limits encountered creatively and financially 
in bringing a work from page to the stage of the 
regional theatre. And just who is the magician 
and who is the apprentice? 
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
110º AND RISING 
David Lee 
Moderator: Ernest Figueroa 
Monday, May 24, 2004 
4:00pm  - 6:30 pm 
David Lee, director of the Pasadena Playhouse 
productions of Do I Hear A Waltz? And the 
upcoming 110º in the Shade speaks on his re-
envisioning of a musical classic. David also 
shares experiences from his diverse career, 
which has involved directing both plays and 
musicals. 
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
 
 
 
DINNER 
Monday, May 24, 2004 
6:30pm – 8:00pm  
 
 
 
PUTTING IT TOGETHER 
DIRECTING SONDHEIM 
** SDCFoundation Open Session ** 
Panel: Tim Dang- East West Players, 
Michael Michetti – Theatre @ Boston Court 
David Lee - 110º in the Shade 
Moderator: Terri Roberts 
Monday, May 24, 2004 
8:00pm - 10:00pm 
Directing Musicals is always a challenge but 
arguably there is no more challenging musical 
than those created by Stephen Sondheim. From 
West Side Story to Sweeney Todd Sondheim 
musicals present unique challenges in language, 
focus, cast size and content. Led by Terri 
Roberts of the Sondheim Review, a panel of 
directors who have repeatedly faced these 
challenges explore their experiences and offer as 
many unique perspectives as there are works 
written by Sondheim. 
* MAINSTAGE * 
 
**The above session is one of two 
OPEN sessions offered to SSDC 
members, Lab Alumni and other 
interested theatre professionals. **



Directors Lab West Sessions 2004 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2004 
 
WE CAN FLY: 
THE “MAGIC” OF PETER PAN 
Director Glenn Casale, Designer John Iacovelli 
Moderator: Trefoni Rizzi  
Tuesday, May 25, 2004 
10:00am - 12:00pm 
The Tony nominated design/directing team of 
the magical Broadway Peter Pan and upcoming 
tour starring Cathy Rigby, discuss how they 
found their way into this classic story and how 
this was translated into the magical choices made 
by the designers. 
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
LUNCH 
Tuesday, May 25, 2004 
12:00pm - 1:00pm 
 
 
WE ARE DESTROYED WORKSHOP 
* Workshop sponsored by Kings Fountain 
 (First session of Four) 
Creator: Howard Fishman 
Director: Andrew Sachs 
Tuesday, May 25, 2004 
1:00pm - 4:00pm 
WE ARE DESTROYED is a multimedia theater 
piece that that incorporates original music, text, 
staging, dance and video to explore the themes, 
ideas, emotions and philosophies inherent in the 
Donner Party tragedy. The piece is not a 
historical retelling. Actual characters and 
situations do appear alongside songs and text 
inspired by the story. It is a tone poem, a jazz 
opera, a musical inquiry. 
Actors: George Donner – Eddie Levi Lee  
Tamsun Donner – Sarah Brooke 
John Reed- Howard Fishman                       
John Snyder – John Griffin                      
Eliza – Justine Boyervin 
Howard Fishman Quartet:  
Howard Fishman – Piano/Guitar 
Jim Whitney – Bass 
Victor Lin - Violin 
Larry William - Trumpet  
* BOSTON COURT * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SOMETHINGS COMING: 
DIRECTORS ROUNDTABLE 
Tuesday, May 25, 2004 
4:00pm - 6:30pm 
Join us for an open discussion and  
be prepared for anything! 
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
DINNER 
Tuesday, May 25, 2004 
6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 
 
EVOLUTION: 
STEPPENWOLF THEATRE COMPANY 
Phyllis Schuringa & Randel Arney- Geffen 
Playhouse 
Moderator: Marianne Savell 
Tuesday, May 25, 2004 
8:00pm - 10:00pm 
How did one of the most famous theatre 
companies in America go from a bunch of 
college kids working together to Steppenwolf 
Theatre Company?  What can we learn from 
their evolution?  How does change effect an 
ensemble?  "Committed to the principle of 
ensemble performance through the collaboration 
of a company of actors, directors and designers, 
Steppenwolf Theatre Company's mission is to 
advance the vitality and diversity of American 
theater by nurturing artists, encouraging 
repeatable creative relationships, and 
contributing new works to the national canon. 
The company, formed in 1976 by a collective 
of actors, is dedicated to perpetuating an ethic of 
mutual respect and the development of artists 
through on-going group work. Steppenwolf has 
grown into an internationally renowned company 
of thirty-five artists whose talents include acting, 
directing, playwriting, filmmaking, and textual 
adaptation." 
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Directors Lab West Sessions 2004 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2004 
 
METAMORPHOSIS: 
SOUTH COAST REP. 
Martin Benson 
Moderator: Ernest Figueroa 
Wednesday, May 26, 2004 
10:00am - 12:00pm 
As co-Artistic Director of the Tony Award 
winning South Coast Repertory Theater Mr. 
Benson has directed more than one third of the 
productions over the theatre's thirty-nine year 
history. From Miller to Mamet, Ah Wilderness! 
to Wit he has directed all types of actors in all 
types of styles of theatre. Mr. Benson will speak 
on working with the actor keeping the specific 
style of the play in mind while creating his own 
vision. 
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
LUNCH 
Wednesday, May 26, 2004 
12:00pm - 1:00pm 
 
 
WE ARE DESTROYED WORKSHOP 
* Workshop sponsored by Kings Fountain 
 (Second session of Four) 
Creator: Howard Fishman 
Director: Andrew Sachs 
Wednesday, May 26, 2004 
1:00am - 4:00pm 
-See First Session Tuesday- 
* BOSTON COURT * 
 
 
MAGIC MAKERS 
DESIGNERS ROUNDTABLE 
Moderator: Trefoni Rizzi 
4:00pm - 6:30pm 
Come explore the creative minds of the many 
designers who have been invited to attend the 
Lab this year! 
* GALLERY * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
DINNER 
Wednesday, May 26, 2004 
6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 
 
RED MOON 
Moderator: Marianne Savell 
Wednesday, May 26, 2004 
8:00pm - 10:00pm 
Founded in 1989, Red Moon is one of the only 
theatres in the country that creates large, outdoor 
public spectacles.  These events utilize masks, 
puppets, humorous mechanical devices, robust 
physical movement and live music.  In Salao:  
The Worst Kind of Unlucky, Red Moon presents 
a dynamic new vision of Hemingway's themes of 
isolation, survival, and hope. A fisherman alone 
at sea, his primal struggle with the elements, and 
memories that keep him driving forward are all 
vividly brought to life through innovative use of 
visual effects, physical performance, and the folk 
music of sea shanties. Through Red Moon's 
creative process, what can we learn about the use 
of sculpture, puppets, images in storytelling? 
* REHEARSAL ROOM * 
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THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2004 
 
WE ARE DESTROYED WORKSHOP 
* Workshop sponsored by Kings Fountain 
 (Third session of Four) 
Creator: Howard Fishman 
Director: Andrew Sachs 
Wednesday, May 27, 2004 
10:00am - 1:00pm 
-See First Session Tuesday- 
* BOSTON COURT * 
 
 
LUNCH 
Thursday, May 27, 2004 
1:00pm - 2:00pm 
 
 
FAMILY TIES: 
CORNERSTONE THEATER 
Bill Rauch 
Tracy Young 
Moderator: Nick D’Abruzzo 
Thursday, May 27, 2004 
2:00pm - 4:00pm  
Cornerstone Theater Company is a multi-ethnic, 
ensemble-based theater company. They 
commission and produce new plays, both 
original works and contemporary adaptations of 
classics, which combine the artistry of 
professional and community collaborators. 
Through stories, video clips, slides and script 
excerpts co-creators and directors Bill Rauch and 
Tracy Young of Cornerstone Theater will share 
about the process of making MEDEA/ 
MACBETH/ CINDERELLA a juxtaposition of 
Euripides, Shakespeare and Rogers & 
Hammerstein, which was first produced in Los 
Angeles and opened new Artistic Director James 
Bundy's tenure at Yale Rep. 
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
THE YOUNG  
AND THE RESTLESS: 
YOUTH THEATRE ROUNDTABLE 
Moderator: Kappy Kilburn 
Thursday, May 27, 2004 
4:00pm - 6:00pm 
Various representatives of Children’s Theatre, 
Theatre for Youth and Outreach discuss the 
diverse aspects of a genre that has undergone a 
revolution of change in the last decade. 
* LIBRARY  *  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DINNER  
Thursday, May 27, 2004 
6:00pm – 8:00pm  
 
 
WE ARE DESTROYED WORKSHOP 
* Workshop sponsored by Kings Fountain 
 (Fourth session of Four) 
** SDCFoundation Open Session ** 
Creator: Howard Fishman 
Director: Andrew Sachs 
Thursday, May 27, 2004 
8:00pm - 10:00pm 
WE ARE DESTROYED is a multimedia theater 
piece that that incorporates original music, text, 
staging, dance and video to explore the themes, 
ideas, emotions and philosophies inherent in the 
Donner Party tragedy. The piece is not a 
historical retelling. Actual characters and 
situations do appear alongside songs and text 
inspired by the story. It is a tone poem, a jazz 
opera, a musical inquiry. 
Actors: George Donner – Eddie Levi Lee  
Tamsun Donner – Sarah Brooke 
John Reed- Howard Fishman                       
John Snyder – John Griffin                      
Eliza – Justine Boyervin 
Howard Fishman Quartet:  
Howard Fishman – Piano/Guitar 
Jim Whitney – Bass 
Victor Lin - Violin 
Larry William - Trumpet  
 
* PLAYHOUSE PATIO * 
 
**The above session is one of two 
OPEN sessions offered to SSDC 
members, Lab Alumni and other 
interested theatre professionals. ** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Directors Lab West Sessions 2004 
 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 28, 2004 
 
MYTH AND MOTION 
Randy Dixon 
Moderator: Karen Lund 
Friday, May 28, 2004 
10:00am - 1:00pm 
Randy creates theatre though improvisation. He 
has taught improvisational theater and script 
generating techniques in Australia, New 
Zealand, Denmark, Germany, Austria, Holland, 
and all over the U.S. and Canada. His 
improvisational long form creations Thread, 
Blank Slate, Black Eyed Blonde, Half & Half, 
Roethke, Found Objects, and Campfire are 
performed around the world. His philosophy is 
based on his studies with Del Close, Keith 
Johnstone, and Paul Sills.  Scripts developed 
using Improvisation have included Newton's 
Third, Even Lover's Drown, 
Persephone, and Poverty Hill.   
* BOSTON COURT * 
 
 
LUNCH 
Friday, May 28, 2004 
1:00pm - 2:00pm 
 
 
DISPELLING THE MYTHS 
David Saar, José Cruz González 
Moderator: Anthony Runfola 
Friday, May 28, 2004 
2:00pm - 4:00pm 
David Saar, Artistic Director of Childsplay, 
Arizona’s premiere Theatre for Youth regional 
and author of the award winning Theatre for 
Youth play The Yellow Boat, dispels the myths 
about what Children’s theatre has been and what 
it can become. Through his work with 
collaborator playwright José Cruz González, 
Saar shares his visions and goals for the future of 
Youth Theatre. 
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
GREEN EGGS AND HAM 
Lisa Wolpe 
Moderator: Kappy Kilburn 
Friday, May 28, 2004 
4:00pm -6:30pm 
Using Dr. Seuss as a spring board, Ms. Wolpe of 
LA Women's Shakespeare Company will lead 
the group in a text exercise known as "Dropping 
In" which is used to explore vocal techniques in 
her own rehearsal process as well as extensively 
at Shakespeare and Company as a way into the 
classical text and characters of Shakespeare. 
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
 
PIZZA DINNER  
WHO THE HELL ARE YOU? 
Friday, May 28, 2004 
6:30pm - 10:00pm  
Come and find out! 
* LIBRARY * 
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SATURDAY, MAY 29, 2004 
 
 
WHERE’S MY KICKLINE? 
Vincent Paterson 
Moderator: Che’Rae Adams 
Saturday, May 29, 2004 
10:00am - 12:00pm 
Fresh from returning from Europe, where he will 
stage a new version of Cabaret in Berlin, 
renowned Choreographer Vincent Paterson will 
speak on his transition from choreographer to 
director. He will touch on his experiences 
working with high profile artists such as 
Madonna, Michael Jackson and Chita Rivera in 
Kiss of the Spiderwoman. 
* GREEN ROOM  * 
 
 
LUNCH /  
MUSIC, MYTH AND MAHEM 
(Second session of Two) 
Moderator: Andrew Sachs, Rachel Katz Carey 
Saturday, May 29, 2004 
12:00pm - 3:00pm  
Don’t miss this! 
* PLAYHOUSE PATIO * 
 
 
TRAGEDY AND OPRAH! 
Louis Fantasia 
Moderator: Kappy Kilburn 
Saturday, May 29, 2004 
3:00pm - 5:00pm  
Take your Prozac and move on! But in tragedy 
there is nowhere to move on to? The minute 
Phèdre, Medea or King Lear adapt, they cease to 
be themselves. If tragedy is an “imitation of an 
action” as Aristotle wrote, then the action these 
characters imitate, in refusing to adapt, is simply 
not healthy. The central problem for tragedy in 
the Age of Oprah is that popular culture has 
trivialized tragic action. What do we stage when 
we put on these plays? Museum pieces? 
Classics? Pre-texts to deconstruct and re-arrange 
at will? Is there something vital in these texts 
that we are in danger of losing, to out peril. In 
this session Mr. Fantasia will share some 
approaches, questions and ideas, both practical 
and theoretical, that have come up in his 
research, thinking and writing. 
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
OPEN SESSION 
Saturday, May 24, 2004 
5:00pm - 7:00pm  
Description: 
* LIBRARY * 
 
 
WRAP UP!  
Saturday, May 29, 2004 
7:00pm - 9:00pm 
* LIBRARY* 
 
 
 
 



Directors Lab West 2004 
Participants 

 

LAB MEMBERS GUEST ARTISTS 
Jenny Adams  
Steven Alan Carver   
Susan Berkompas  
Michael Beubis  
Trevor Biship   
Tim Brown  
Doreen Calderon  
Cate Caplin   
Judy Chaikin  
Kai Coffer  
Bennett Cohon  
Josh Costello  
Roberta D'Alois   
Al D'Andrea  
Kelly Ann Ford   
Christopher Hall  
Eugene Hutchins  
Matt Kirkwood   
Karen Lamb  
Gulu Monteiro  
Iona Morris  
Gary Reed   
Ivan Rivas  
David Robinson  
Michael Scriven  
Dave Sikula    
Adam Simon     
Larry Sousa   
Brenda Varda  
 
 
Interns:  
Jenny Bazzell  
Bevan Blumer  
Evan Lorenzetti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEERING 
COMMITTEE  
Nick D'Abruzzo  
Ernest Figueroa 
Kappy Kilburn 
Andrew Sachs 

Andrew Barnicle — Artistic Director, Laguna Playhouse 
Martin Benson- Artistic Director, South Coast Repertory  
Russell Blackwood- Director 
John Bowab- Director 
Justine Boyervin- Actress  
Sarah Brooke- Actress 
Glenn Casale- Director 
Kay Cole- Choreographer  
Doug Cooney- Playwright 
Adriane Coros- Artistic Director, Golden State Theatre, 
Leigh Curran- Artistic Director, The Virginia Avenue Project 
Tim Dang- Artistic Director, East West Players 
Randy Dixon- Unexpected Productions   
Sheldon Epps — Artistic Director, Pasadena Playhouse 
Louis Fantasia- Director 
Francesca Faridany- Actress 
Howard Fishman- Playwright, Composer, Director, Musician 
Betty Garrett- Actress  
José Cruz Gonzålez- Playwright 
John Griffin- Actor 
David Holms- Actor 
Mary Huls- Director   
John Iacovelli- Scenic Designer 
Marsha Kramer- Actress 
John Kellam- Artistic Director, Zoo District 
Eddie Levi Lee- Director, Writer, Actor   
David Lee- Director   
Victor Lin- Musician, Howard Fishman Quartet   
Corey Madden- Associate Artistic Director Mark Taper Forum 
Michael Michetti- Co-Artistic Director, Theatre @ Boston Court 
David O- Composer, Musical Director 
Jack O'Brien- Director 
Dwight Richard Odle- Resident Designer, Laguna Playhouse  
Vincent Paterson- Choreographer   
Bill Rauch- Artistic Director, Cornerstone Theater 
Dale Rivera- Actor  
Tony Rizzi- Designer  
Terri Roberts- Editor of Sondheim Review 
Anthony Runfola- Childsplay   
David Saar- Artistic Director, Childsplay 
Phyllis Schuringa- Asst. Artistic Director, Geffen Playhouse  
Stephen Wadsworth- Director 
Jim Whitney- Musician,  
Howard Fishman Quartet 
Larry William- Musician, Howard Fishman Quartet  
Lisa Wolpe — Director, LA Women's Shakespeare Co  
Tracy Young- Director  
 
PRODUCTION COORDINATOR  
Jessica Bard 

 









































DIRECTORS LAB WEST OFFERS TWO OPEN SESSIONS TO SSDC MEMBERS 
 

Directors Lab West, a directors conference offered to mid-career  
directors and cosponsored by the Stage Directors and Choreographers  

Foundation is offering two open sessions free of charge to any and  
all SSDC Members, Lab West Alumni, Lincoln Center Theater Lab Alumni  

and any and all other theatre professionals. 
 

The first of the two public sessions will be offered at the 
Pasadena Playhouse 

39 South El Molino Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

 
Monday night, May 24, 2004 from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

 
Entitled: DIRECTING SONDHEIM 
Tim Dang of East West Players, 

Michael Michetti of Boston Court, among others, will discuss the 
unique challenges of directing the work of Stephen Sondheim. 

 
The second public session will be offered at the 

Pasadena Playhouse 
39 South El Molino Ave. 

Pasadena, CA 91101 
 

Thursday night, May 27, 2004 from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM 
 

Entitled: WE ARE DESTROYED 
Howard Fishman's workshop of his new Jazz Musical 

based on the story of the Donner Party incident. 
 

Both sessions are free to any and  
all attending theatre professionals. 

 
For more information call Directors Lab West hotline at 323-281-0344. 

 
Directors Lab West, which is celebrating its fifth year, 

is a week long conference May 22-29, 2004, and is modeled after 
the Lincoln Center Theater Directors Lab. The conference, which 
is by invitation only, is sponsored by the Pasadena Playhouse, 

the Theatre @ Boston Court , and SDCF. 
 

Check out our web site at www.directorslabwest.com 
 




